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SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY: A mean-spirited, miserly old man named Ebenezer Scrooge sits in his 

counting house on a frigid Christmas Eve. His clerk, Bob Cratchit, shivers in the anteroom 

because Scrooge refuses to spend money on coal for the fire. Scrooge’s nephew, Fred, pays his 

uncle a visit and invites him to his annual Christmas party. A portly gentleman also drops by to 

ask Scrooge for a charitable contribution. Scrooge reacts bitterly toward the holiday visitors, 

spitting out an angry “Bah Humbug!” in response to the wishes of “Merry Christmas”. 

 

 

 

Later that evening, after returning to his dark, cold apartment, Scrooge receives a chilling visit 

from the ghost of his dead business partner Jacob Marley. The pale, haggard spirit shares his 

unfortunate story. As punishment for his greedy, self-serving life his spirit has been 

condemned to wander the Earth, weighted down by heavy chains – “the chain he forged in 

life”. Marley hopes to save Scrooge from sharing the same fate and informs him that three 

spirits will visit him. After Marley disappears, Scrooge falls into a deep sleep. 
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Scrooge wakes moments before the arrival of the Spirit of Christmas Past, who escorts the old 

miser on a journey to some of his past Christmases. Invisible to those he watched, Scrooge re-

visits his childhood school days, his apprenticeship with a jolly merchant named Fezziwig, and 

his engagement to Belle – the love of his life who leaves him because she feels he loves money 

more than her. Scrooge is deeply moved by the remembrance and sheds tears before the 

Spirit of Christmas Past returns him to his bed. 

 

 

 

Next comes the Spirit of Christmas Present, a majestic giant dressed in a green fur robe, who 

takes Scrooge through London to unveil Christmas as it will happen that year. Scrooge watches 

the large bustling Cratchit family prepare a small feast in their meager home. He discovers Bob 

Cratchit has a disabled son, Tiny Tim, a courageous boy whose kindness and humility warm 

Scrooge’s heart. The Spirit of Christmas Present vanishes and is replaced by a dark hooded 

figure – the Spirit of Christmas Future. 

 

 



A CHRISTMAS CAROL, THE MUSICAL ENRICHMENT GUIDE  

ACTORS’ PLAYHOUSE AT THE MIRACLE THEATRE (305) 444-9293 WWW.ACTORSPLAYHOUSE.ORG 

4 

 

The Spirit of Christmas Future leads Scrooge through a sequence of mysterious scenes 

depicting an unnamed man’s recent death. Scrooge sees some vagabonds, including his own 

maid Mrs. Dilber, trading his personal belongings for cash. Scrooge, anxious to learn the lesson 

of his latest visitor, begs to know the name of the dead man. After pleading with the spirit, 

Scrooge finds himself in a churchyard where he sees the Cratchits mourning the loss of their 

beloved Tiny Tim. As the spirit points to a grave, Scrooge looks at the headstone and is 

shocked to read his own name. He desperately implores the spirit to alter his fate, promising 

to renounce his insensitive ways and honor Christmas with all his heart the whole year round.  

Whoosh! He suddenly finds himself safely tucked in his bed! Overwhelmed with joy by the 

chance to redeem himself, and grateful that he has been returned to Christmas Day, Scrooge 

rushes out onto the street hoping to share his newfound Christmas spirit. He sends a giant 

Christmas turkey to the Cratchit house and surprises the family, as well as other townsfolk, 

with presents and a sincere holiday wish as Tiny Tim says, “God bless us every one!” Scrooge is 

as good as his word, cherishes Tiny Tim as if he were his own child, donates gifts to the poor, 

and treats his fellow human beings with kindness, generosity, and love. 
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MEET THE AUTHORS - ORIGINAL NOVELIST: CHARLES DICKENS (Charles John Huffam Dickens) was 

born in Portsmouth, England on February 7, 1812. Charles was the second of eight children to John Dickens 

(1786–1851), a clerk in the Navy Pay Office, and his wife Elizabeth Dickens (1789–1863). The Dickens family 

moved several times, and due to financial difficulties landed in London in 1822, where they settled in Camden 

Town, an area troubled with poverty, crime, and sanitation issues. 

The defining moment of Dickens's life occurred when he was 12 years old. His father, 

who had a difficult time managing money and was constantly in debt, was imprisoned in 

the Marshalsea Debtor's Prison in 1824. Because he was the oldest son, Charles was 

withdrawn from school and forced to work in a warehouse that made shoe polish to help 

support the family. This experience, along with living in Camden Town, gave him a 

firsthand acquaintance with poverty, and caused him to become the most vigorous and 

influential voice for the working classes of his age. 

After a few months Dickens's father was released from prison and Charles was allowed to go back to school, 

but at fifteen his formal education ended as his mother insisted he work to help support the family – a cause 

of bitterness between them for years to come. He found employment as an office boy at a law firm while he 

studied shorthand at night. In 1830 his short-hand skills earned him a position as a court reporter, and 

afterwards as a parliamentary and newspaper reporter.  

In 1833 Dickens began to contribute short stories and essays to periodicals. A Dinner at Popular Walk was 

Dickens's first published story. It appeared in the Monthly Magazine in December 1833. In 1834, still a 

newspaper reporter, he adopted the soon to be famous pseudonym Boz. Dickens's first book, a collection of 

stories titled Sketches by Boz, was published in 1836. In the same year he married Catherine Hogarth, 

daughter of the editor of the Evening Chronicle. Together they had 10 children before they separated in 1858. 

The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick Club was published in monthly parts from April 1836 to November 

1837. Pickwick became one of the most popular works of the time, continuing to be so after it was published 

in book form in 1837. After the success of Pickwick, Dickens embarked on a full-time career as a novelist, 

producing work at an incredible rate: Oliver Twist (1837-39), Nicholas Nickleby (1838-39), The Old Curiosity 

Shop and Barnaby Rudge as part of the Master Humphrey's Clock series (1840-41), all being published in 

monthly instalments before being made into books. 

After a short working vacation in the US he began to publish annual Christmas stories, beginning with A 

Christmas Carol in 1843. Although Dickens's main profession was as a novelist, he continued his journalistic 

work until the end of his life, using the platform to address social issues such as education reform, sanitation 

measures, and slum clearance.  

In 1858 Dickens began a series of paid readings of his work, which became instantly popular, and overall he 

performed more than 400 times. During a reading in 1869 he collapsed, showing symptoms of mild stroke. He 

returned home and began to work on Edwin Drood, which was never completed. Charles Dickens died at 

home on June 9, 1870, after suffering one final stroke.  

The inscription on his tomb reads: He was a sympathizer to the poor, the suffering, and the oppressed; and by 

his death, one of England's greatest writers is lost to the world. 
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MEET THE AUTHORS - SCRIPT ADAPTATION:  

NINA FELICE Following a career as a professional actress, Nina Felice founded The 

Performance Project School of the Arts to nurture young talent and encourage the 

pursuit of their creative dreams. With a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts and a 

Master’s degree in Child/Family Psychology, Nina incorporates the two disciplines 

into her teaching techniques to guide and motivate young performers. She has 

directed and produced hundreds of productions. Nina has choreographed and 

directed several high-caliber professional productions at the Broward Center during their annual summer 

theater camp. 

 

 

MEET THE AUTHORS - MUSIC & LYRICS:  

SCOTT MORLOCK Scott Morlock has been an established musician for 

over thirty years. On stage, you can witness him playing the bass and the 

keyboard simultaneously, all while singing backup vocals. Scott has 

performed in 48 states and 22 countries, alongside some of the biggest 

names in music such as: The Doobie Brothers, Chicago, Gloria Estefan, and 

more. Scott holds a degree in music from the University Miami and served 

as Studio Writer for Walt Disney Productions. He has served as Director for 

Howard Doolin (Music Education Series), Arranger for University of Miami Singers, and Musical Director for 

five seasons at Actors’ Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre. 

 

MEET THE AUTHORS - SCRIPT ADAPTATION, MUSIC & LYRICS:  

EARL MAULDING Earl Maulding is celebrating 38 years of excellence with Actors’ 

Playhouse at the Miracle Theatre. He is responsible for all artistic and educational 

aspects for the Actors’ Playhouse Theatre for Young Audiences, Young Talent Big 

Dreams competition, and their Conservatory Programs. Earl holds a B.F.A. in 

Musical Theatre from the University of Northern Iowa and an M.F.A. in Acting from 

the University of Georgia. Under his guidance the New Times and South Florida 

Parenting Magazine have named Actors’ Playhouse “Best Children’s Theatre in 

Miami”. Former students have been on Broadway, in movies, on television and even 

won an Academy Award! He has co-written 7 Musicals that have been produced for hundreds of thousands of 

Young and Family audiences. Awards include “The Spirit of South Florida” from NBC 6, “Outstanding 

Contribution to Community Theatre” in the State of Florida from the Florida Theatre Conference, the “Remy 

Award” for Outstanding Contribution to Children’s Theatre from The South Florida Theatre League, 

A “Champion for Children” from The Children’s Trust, and “Poet Laureate” from the City of Coral Gables.  
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POETRY CORNER - CATHARSIS: 

Theatre is poetry brought to life, from William Shakespeare to Lin Manuel Miranda, the 

language and lyrics of plays and musicals are all a kind of poetry. When a character in a 

musical begins to sing, the character isn’t “singing” in the story. The idea is that the person in 

the story gets so emotional or caught up in the moment, the words they are saying are 

elevated to songs.  

Here is a poem from the script. It serves as the lyrics to a song about how lonely Ebenezer is 

when left at boarding school over the holidays. He is so overwhelmed with emotion that his 

thoughts and feelings turn into a song. The words of the poem are called lyrics – poetry set to 

music. In the world of the play, Ebenezer is just thinking or maybe speaking these ideas to 

himself. In our world, out in the audience, we hear the music behind the poetry that help to 

make us feel the same as the character. 

This classroom is so quiet, a sound I’ve heard before. 

Father soon will be here when he is no longer poor. 

Maybe I just don’t fit in. Maybe I am strange. 

But I have friends inside these books who never go away. 

A knight in shining armor, a damsel in distress. 

Wizards, kings, and dragons … a soldier on a quest. 

All my dearest closest friends are here within these pages. 

I am not so lonely, I have much to do. 

Christmas gives me extra time … time to spend with you. 

I’ll keep myself busy ‘til someone finally comes. 

I will be just fine as long as I remember … I am not alone. 

 

Do you ever have other big feelings? Try writing a poem or song about them. It may help you 

express those emotions fully so you can understand them and move forward. Theatre is meant 

to be cathartic (kuh-THAR-tik), meaning it can heal wounds you may feel on the inside by 

expressing them in imaginative ways on the outside. Give it a try! Write a poem or a song the 

next time you’re “going through it” and see if it helps. 
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A Christmas Carol, the Musical Crossword 
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Across 
3. Who is the author of A Christmas Carol? (Last Name) 
5. What does Tiny Tim use to help him walk? 
6. How many Christmas spirits will visit Scrooge? 
8. What does Scrooge buy for the Cratchits on Christmas 
Day 
11. What is the name of Scrooge's old boss when he was 
younger? 
12. What does everyone do at Fezziwig's party? 
13. What is the name of the ghost wearing chains (last 
name)? 
14. In what city does the story take place? 
15. What is the name of Scrooge's clerk? (last name) 

Down 
1. Which ghost shows Scrooge the Crachits Christmas? 
2. Who is the main character? 
4. What is Scrooge's favorite phrase? 
7. What was the name of Scrooge's first love? 
9. In what country is Christmas Carol set? 
10. Who said, "God bless us, everyone."? 

 
 



A CHRISTMAS CAROL, THE MUSICAL ENRICHMENT GUIDE  

ACTORS’ PLAYHOUSE AT THE MIRACLE THEATRE (305) 444-9293 WWW.ACTORSPLAYHOUSE.ORG 

9 

A Christmas Carol, the Musical Crossword Key 
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Across 
3. Who is the author of A Christmas Carol? (Last Name) 
5. What does Tiny Tim use to help him walk? 
6. How many Christmas spirits will visit Scrooge? 
8. What does Scrooge buy for the Cratchits on Christmas 
Day 
11. What is the name of Scrooge's old boss when he was 
younger? 
12. What does everyone do at Fezziwig's party? 
13. What is the name of the ghost wearing chains (last 
name)? 
14. In what city does the story take place? 
15. What is the name of Scrooge's clerk? (last name) 

Down 
1. Which ghost shows Scrooge the Cratchit’s Christmas? 
2. Who is the main character? 
4. What is Scrooge's favorite phrase? 
7. What was the name of Scrooge's first love? 
9. In what country is Christmas Carol set? 
10. Who said, "God bless us, everyone."? 

 



A CHRISTMAS CAROL, THE MUSICAL ENRICHMENT GUIDE  

ACTORS’ PLAYHOUSE AT THE MIRACLE THEATRE (305) 444-9293 WWW.ACTORSPLAYHOUSE.ORG 

10 

 

Christmas Carol, the Musical 

Wordsearch 

Words can be in any direction and could run into other words too! This is a real challenge! 

F X A P N Y K C Y R T C X S E L D N A C I M K T 

A U F P M T X G S M W L E P P R G A K H B T I X 

D V M R Y Q M P N D Y Z T T O I D U T S K N I W 

N C H A I N S B M N E W X P G S E N Z N Y V J M 

I Z R Y A W J I E R L C L T K T G C P E Y C U L 

L M R G B O R V N W R Z M V J N R L U K Y W C Z 

E A B D J A X E C U A G N U H D T E B C Y Z W Z 

B Y R Y C Q R O K E M I W G H O S T T I X R E X 

C L Z L P B L W Y V V J K Y C P P P S D B B N F 

B W E W D D H F Y R R K T Y T H N W C R U T C H 

P N P J M U P W V X X N Y G A R R R I B K G V W 

U Z Y Z B X H G L J E E F G F T A I Y L I M A F 

G S V N Z Y W G R S K R F O E N S P S A U X O Z 

J O G D A N C E E R P S V T S N B S Q T D S D S 

W S U G G I R R U A G F S O N G E E J K M C P L 

B F B I G N P T I H N B K G N S L R D J K A L Z 

D O M W Y F I N D G I B Z I C C D Y O S K W S U 

C I U I P E I D K N S K L I C W B U L S Z W S Q 

X G H Z J G U M D T A O S L L E B M O F I R L N 

Q Q N Z E O X O D E R L S D Y I O D K X I T N P 

E K G E P O C V L A L E G U U A J D E D R V Y Q 

I A Q F N R N O C D O S Q N E S O O G E V P H S 

N X Y R N C Y M I S E R K F E J Q O W B L A O C 

Q I J B K S T I R I P S T F H V S H A V K F B N 

   Ghost       Coal       Miser       Fezziwig       Party       Tiny       Chains       Present       England       Mi

racle       Dance       Song       Uncle       Christmas       Generosity       Humbug       Dickens       Pie    

   Cold       Bed       Goose       Stay       Family       Tim       Spirit       Sing       Caroling       Belinda      

 Candles       New       Bells       Marley       Crutch       Old       Sledding       Scrooge       Turkey     
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Christmas Carol, the Musical 

Wordsearch Answer Key 

F X A P N Y K C Y R T C X S E L D N A C I M K T 

A U F P M T X G S M W L E P P R G A K H B T I X 

D V M R Y Q M P N D Y Z T T O I D U T S K N I W 

N C H A I N S B M N E W X P G S E N Z N Y V J M 

I Z R Y A W J I E R L C L T K T G C P E Y C U L 

L M R G B O R V N W R Z M V J N R L U K Y W C Z 

E A B D J A X E C U A G N U H D T E B C Y Z W Z 

B Y R Y C Q R O K E M I W G H O S T T I X R E X 

C L Z L P B L W Y V V J K Y C P P P S D B B N F 

B W E W D D H F Y R R K T Y T H N W C R U T C H 

P N P J M U P W V X X N Y G A R R R I B K G V W 

U Z Y Z B X H G L J E E F G F T A I Y L I M A F 

G S V N Z Y W G R S K R F O E N S P S A U X O Z 

J O G D A N C E E R P S V T S N B S Q T D S D S 

W S U G G I R R U A G F S O N G E E J K M C P L 

B F B I G N P T I H N B K G N S L R D J K A L Z 

D O M W Y F I N D G I B Z I C C D Y O S K W S U 

C I U I P E I D K N S K L I C W B U L S Z W S Q 

X G H Z J G U M D T A O S L L E B M O F I R L N 

Q Q N Z E O X O D E R L S D Y I O D K X I T N P 

E K G E P O C V L A L E G U U A J D E D R V Y Q 

I A Q F N R N O C D O S Q N E S O O G E V P H S 

N X Y R N C Y M I S E R K F E J Q O W B L A O C 

Q I J B K S T I R I P S T F H V S H A V K F B N 

   Ghost       Coal       Miser       Fezziwig       Party       Tiny       Chains       Present       

England       Miracle       Dance       Song       Uncle       Christmas       Generosity        

Humbug       Dickens       Pie       Cold       Bed       Goose       Stay       Family       Tim    

   Spirit       Sing       Caroling       Belinda       Candles       New       Bells       Marley       

Crutch       Old       Sledding       Scrooge       Turkey     
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CRATCHIT CHRISTMAS COOKING 

In the original story, dinner at Cratchit’s house ends with a pudding. The bright orange zest, 

warm spices, and dried fruit in this rich, moist, dense steamed cake bring all the holiday feels 

to the table. But Mrs. Cratchit and her family are always worried about how (and if) the 

pudding will turn out. It was a big gamble after what in Charles Dickens’ time would have 

taken a month to prepare! You and an adult home cook can do it in only three days modern 

materials to help you out. Try your hand (with the help of an adult cook in your home) at this 

English Christmas Plum Pudding! While you’re at it, just imagine how difficult this would have 

been to make without modern conveniences. Mrs. Cratchit was cooking on open flame in a 

fireplace, no appliances, and ground (and possibly grew) her own spices by hand! 

Active Time: 30 mins  Stand Time: 3 days  Total Time: 3 days 9 hrs   Servings: 12 

Ingredients: 

• 2 cups water 

• 2 cups (about 9 1/2 ounces) dried currants 

• 1 ½ cups (about 7 ounces) stemmed and chopped dried figs 

• 1 cup (about 4 3/4 ounces) raisins 

• 1 cup (about 2 3/8 ounces) fresh breadcrumbs  

• 1 cup packed dark brown sugar 

• ¾ cup (about 3 1/4 ounces) all-purpose flour 

• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon  

• 1 ½ teaspoons kosher salt     

• 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg      

• ¼ teaspoon ground cloves 

• 1 cup Crisco frozen then shredded 

• 4 large eggs 

• 3/4 cup orange juice 

• 2 tablespoons finely chopped crystallized ginger 

• 1 tablespoon grated orange zest (from 1 orange 

• Boiling water 

For the sauce: 

• 3 cups (about 12 ounces) powdered 

sugar, plus more for garnish 

• 1 cup (8 ounces) unsalted butter, 

softened 

• 2 tablespoons finely grated orange 

zest (from 1 orange) 

• ¼ teaspoon kosher salt 

• 6 tablespoons (3 ounces) orange juice 
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Directions 
 
Make the pudding: 

1. Place water, currants, figs, and raisins in a medium saucepan. Bring to a boil over medium-high. Boil, stirring 
occasionally, until almost all liquid has evaporated, about 10 minutes. Remove from heat. Let cool completely, 
about 1 hour. 

2. Pulse breadcrumbs, brown sugar, flour, cinnamon, salt, nutmeg, and cloves in a food processor or blender until 
well combined and finely ground, about 15 pulses. Add shortening; pulse until mixture begins to clump, 10 to 14 
pulses. Set aside. 

3. Whisk eggs in a large bowl until foamy. Whisk in orange juice. Stir in breadcrumb mixture, ginger, orange zest, 
and cooled currant mixture until well combined. Place a wire rack in bottom of a large stockpot. Grease a 2- to 2 
1/2-quart glass or ceramic bowl with shortening. Spoon pudding mixture into bowl. Cover tightly with aluminum 
foil. Place bowl on wire rack in stockpot (if desired, form a sling with a piece of aluminum foil to gently lower the 
bowl into stockpot). Carefully pour enough boiling water into stockpot to reach halfway up the sides of the bowl. 
Place an inverted plate 

4.  on the foil-covered bowl, and cover stockpot with lid. Place covered stockpot over medium-high heat and 
return water to a boil. Reduce heat to medium-low, and gently boil until pudding is slightly puffed and firm, 
about 3 1/2 hours, refilling stockpot with boiling water as needed to maintain original water level. 

5. Remove from heat. Carefully remove bowl from stockpot, uncover bowl, and let cool until bowl is warm to the 
touch, about 2 hours. 

6. Gently shake bowl back and forth to loosen pudding from bowl. Place a large piece of aluminum foil on a large 
plate. Invert pudding onto prepared plate. Wrap pudding tightly with foil, and place in a large Ziplock plastic bag. 
Seal bag and let stand at room temperature for 3 days. (After the 3 days, the pudding can be refrigerated up to 2 
months). 

7. Unwrap pudding, return pudding to bowl, cover with foil, and repeat procedure in Step 4, gently boiling over 
medium-low until a thermometer inserted in center of pudding registers 160°F, about 2 hours. Remove from 
heat. Uncover bowl, and invert pudding onto a platter. (Alternatively, preheat oven to 300°F. Unwrap pudding 
and transfer to a large sheet of aluminum foil that has been lightly coated with cooking spray; wrap tightly in 
foil. Place on a baking sheet and bake in preheated oven until a thermometer inserted in center of pudding 
registers 160°F, about 1 hour. Unwrap pudding, and invert onto a platter.) 

 

Prepare the sauce and serve: 
1. Beat powdered sugar, butter, orange zest, and salt with a stand mixer fitted with a paddle attachment, 

beginning on low speed and gradually increasing mixer speed to medium, until mixture is light and fluffy, about 
5 minutes. With mixer running on medium-low speed, gradually drizzle in brandy, beating until smooth and 
creamy, about 1 minute, stopping occasionally to scrape down sides of bowl. Hard sauce can be covered and 
refrigerated for up to 1 week. Bring sauce to room temperature before using. 

2. Lightly dust pudding with powdered sugar; slice and serve with sauce. 
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SETTING THE STAGE – THE VICTORIAN ERA 

What is the Victorian Era? 

The Victorian Era refers to the 64-year period when 

Britain obtained immense amounts of power and 

wealth by extending its kingdom across the globe. 

During this time, Britain revolutionized technology, 

transportation, and communication. It increased its 

trade across the globe and sent many British 

explorers on expeditions across the African and 

Asian continents. 

The Victorian Era was a time of significant change—

good and bad—but it represented what the future 

looked like for the rest of the world. 

When was the Victorian Era or Time Period? 

The Victorian Era specifically refers to the time between 1837 and 1901. This time period 

covers the moment when Queen Victoria ascended to the throne and became the monarch of 

Great Britain and Ireland in 1837, as well as Empress of India in 1877. It then ends with Queen 

Victoria’s death in 1901. 

Following Queen Victoria’s death, King Edward VII took the throne. The period in which King 

Edward VII reigned is referred to as the Edwardian Era. The ascent of Edward VII clearly ended 

the Victorian Era. 

What was the Victorian Era Like? 

England was changing drastically during the Victorian Era. Britain became an industrial 

superpower and produced significant amounts of the world’s iron, steel, cotton, textiles, and 

coal. Due to the growth of the industry, British citizens began to move from the country to the 

cities to find work. 

The population began to spike, but Great Britain saw a drastic rise in poverty. Working 

conditions in industrial cities were dangerous, and the environment was polluted by these 

industries. Railways grew, and so did commerce. Children as young as five years old were put 

to work in mines and factories, holding very dangerous jobs. 
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There was a rise in deep concern for social issues and reform, thanks in part to the writing of 

Charles Dickens and his accurate description, from his own experience, of poverty and the 

results of no social safety net for British citizens. The British government passed acts that 

limited the amount of work for certain workers, and younger employees were provided with 

clothing and some education. Factory Acts banned children under nine from working in 

factories and limited the number of hours children can work. 

There were great strides made in science, literature, and technology during this era. Charles 

Darwin published his theory of evolution in 

1859. Literacy rates began to rise, and literature 

was more readily mass-produced. With the 

publication of Frankenstein in 1818 by Mary 

Shelley, the genre of horror was born. 

 

In terms of technology, electric lights were 

installed on different London streets in 1877-

78. Developments in photography slowly 

occurred during the end of the century, as 

well as new designs in steamships and trains. 

Life for Victorian Children in Victorian times (1830 to 1900) was nothing like childhood in 

today’s world. For the wealthy there was an overwhelming sense of 

boredom and the constant prodding to be proper and polite with very 

little parent to child communication. For the poor Victorian Children life 

was much different. The poor children had to 

work public jobs for their families to 

survive.  Toys 

were nothing 

more than 

homemade 

dolls or wooden blocks. On the other 

hand, their family life was tighter 

knit and more loving. 
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EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

Here are the 18 novels and novellas of Charles Dickens, including one he just edited. Mr. 

Dickens wrote a lot more than just novels though, and many of these started out as episodes 

in newspapers – the Victorian equivalent of the mini-series. Remember, no television back 

then. Dickens was editing Memoirs of Joseph Grimaldi while finishing Oliver Twist and starting 

Nicholas Nickleby. Charles Dickens had one of the best work ethics around! 
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AUDIENCE ETTIQUETTE 

NOW CASTING 

EXCELLENT AUDIENCE MEMBERS! 

Congratulations! The director has cast YOU in the IMPORTANT role of… 

BEST AUDIENCE MEMBER EVER! 
Here are your directions – rehearse your part at school so you’re ready the day of 

the show!  

Let the actors do the talking and YOU do the listening – after all, they got a script 

ahead of time and memorized all those lines. It’s much easier to listen if you aren’t 

speaking yourself     

1. Laugh when things are funny and cry when things are sad – Theatre is an art 

form meant to make the audience feel things so let the emotions begin! 

2. Show your appreciation for the cast and crew with your applause. 

3. Stay in your seat during the whole show and wait for directions afterward. 

4. Leave snacks behind – we don’t allow food or drink in the seating area. 

That’s it! You’re ready to play your part. When we all work together live theatre 

can be a very special experience. You’ve got this – you’re perfect for this role! 
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PRE-SHOW LESSONS:  

 
WITHOUT A WORD   Subjects: ELA, Arts 

Pre-read a story such as A Christmas Carol. Have the students act out a section from the story without words 

while it is being read aloud by other students or the Teacher. Next have the students perform the story using 

improvised (made up) dialogue and movement based on the story’s plot. Finally discuss how dialogue and 

movement can help tell a story. 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, R.3.1, R.3.2, ELA.C.2.1, V.1.3, ELA.K.C.2 

Florida Arts Standards: TH.A.1.2.1., FL.TH.B.1.2, TH.E.1.2.3 

 

THE CHANGING PLAY  Subjects: ELA, Arts 

Using a sentence or nursery rhyme. Place emphasis on different words to change the meaning of the piece. 

How many different ways can you say: Yes, No, Maybe? Read a short poem or story out loud changing your 

expressions each time. (Try it softly, creepily, comically, etc…) Ask the children to react to the story as though 

they were watching it in a theatre and observe how a performer and an audience change as the style of the 

play transforms from one style to another. 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, R.1.4, R.3.1, R.3.2, R.3.4, C.2.1, V.1.2, V.1.3 

Applicable Florida Arts Standards: TH.D.1.2.4, TH.E.1.2.3 

 

FEELINGS  Subjects: ELA, Theatre, Social Emotional Learning (SEL/Health), Arts 

Have the students sit or stand in a circle. Each student should say their name, a word that describes their 

immediate feeling, and add an abstract gesture to represent that feeling. The next person in line repeats the 

feeling word and gesture of the previous person and then takes their turn adding their immediate feeling and 

adding an abstract gesture as before. Continue around the circle until the last person has their turn and is then 

repeated by the first person. 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.3.1, C.2.1, V.1.3, Florida SEL – Resilience Building 

Applicable Florida Arts Standards: TH.D.1.2.4, TH.E.1.2.1, TH.E.1.2.3 

 

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES  Subjects: ELA, Social Emotional Learning (SEL/Health), Theatre 

Have students write a story of a time when they overcame obstacles. Use guiding questions to elicit details 

and descriptions. Time, place, people, challenge, outcome, etc… 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: ELA.K.C.1.2 

Applicable Florida SEL: Resilience Building, Empathy 

Applicable Florida Arts Standards: TH.C.1.2.2, TH.D.1.2.2, TH.E.1.2.3 

 

MOOD MUSIC   Subjects: Music, Visual Arts 

Select a piece of music from the show or similar to the show and play it for the students. Have them close 

their eyes as they listen and try to “feel” the music. Either during or afterward ask questions: What colors did 

you see or think of as the music played? Did you see smooth, flowing lines or irregular, choppy lines? Ask the 

students to create a line drawing while listening to the music. Encourage them to move their drawing arm and 

body to the movement and rhythm of the music.  Finally, have them write their impressions down or take 

turns sharing them out loud.  

Applicable Florida Arts Standards: MU.B.2.2.2, FL.MU. D.1.2, TH.E.1.2.2, TH.E.1.2.3, VA.A.1.2.1, FL.VA.B.1.2 
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POST-SHOW LESSONS:  

WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, HOW   Subject: ELA 

After seeing A Christmas Carol, re-tell, write, draw, or act out some of the scenes that were in the musical. 

Then answer the following questions: Who were the main characters in the scene? What was the problem or 

conflict? Describe where the scene took place? When in history or in the character’s life did the scene take 

place? How did the characters resolve or react to the problem or conflict?  

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, C.1.2, C.2.1, C.5.1, V.1.3 

 

THINGS ARE NOT WHAT THEY SEEM   Subject: ELA, Arts 

After watching A Christmas Carol, give each student one found object in the classroom and have them sell the 

item to the class. It does not have to be sold as what it appears. For example, a hat could be a portable bowl. 

Then divide into groups and have each group gather five everyday objects and create a short play or scene 

that includes all five things. Make sure that each scene has a clear beginning, problem or conflict, and a clear 

resolution.  

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: ELA.C.1.2 

Applicable Florida Arts Standards: TH.A.3.2.2, FL.TH. B.1.2 

 

TELL THE STORY   Subject ELA 

After watching A Christmas Carol have one or several student lead a class discussion of the main events of the 

plot (story) in order, characters in the show, each characters important moments, and which characters 

helped another character, how they helped, why they helped , and the outcome of their help. 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.3.2, ELA.C.1.2, ELA.C.2.1 

 

WALK IN MY SHOES   Subjects: ELA, Theatre 

After seeing A Christmas Carol, have individual students or groups of students re-tell the story from a 

particular character’s point of view. Assign different characters to different students or groups. Have the class 

note how the story differs depending on whose perspective is shared. Have the students or groups create a 

visual drawing or phrase to represent their character and create a short character biography. 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: ELA.C.2.1, R.1.3 

Applicable Florida Arts Standards: TH.C.1.2.3 

 

ANOTHER ENDING   Subjects: ELA 

After seeing A Christmas Carol, guide a discussion about the personal conflicts in each story and their social, 

cultural, or personal significance in today’s society. Next have the students form small groups and write a 

different ending to the story. Have each group present their “new endings” to the class and then vote for the 

best one. 

Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.1.3, R.2.3, R.3.2, ELA.C.1.2 

 

WHAT’S MY NAME   Subjects: ELA 

In groups have the students create a list of clues or riddles for the characters in the musical and turn them into 

the teacher. Then read the clues or riddles aloud to different groups than submitted them and have the 

groups compete to see who can most quickly guess who the characters are. 
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Applicable B.E.S.T. Standards: R.3.1, R.3.2, V.1.3 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM THE CHILDREN! 

 

We love getting letters, pictures, questions, and feedback from all our audience members, but especially the 

children. Here is a template you can print if it would be helpful. Please scan and e-mail them to 

education@actorsplayhouse.org or mail to Education at Actors’ Playhouse, 280 Miracle Mile, Coral Gables, FL 

33134. If they draw a picture on the back of their letter, the actors will love it! 

 

Dear Actors’ Playhouse, 

 

My name is _____________________________ and I am in the ________ grade at 

_________________________ School. I just saw A Christmas Carol the Musical on this date 

_________________________________________and I had a few things to say about it. 

 

I really liked the part where______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

because it made feel___________________________________________________________. 

 

I didn’t understand when ______________________________________________________. 

 

My favorite actor was the one who played__________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ because________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I was wondering about some things and had a couple of questions. Why _________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________? 

How _____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________? 

 

I want to come back and see another play. Next time I’d like to see one about_____________ 

____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

______________________________________________  

PS: I DREW A PICTURE ON THE BACK! 
 

mailto:education@actorsplayhouse.org

