
 
 

THE DR. LAWRENCE & BARBARA STEIN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS - 280 MIRACLE MILE, CORAL GABLES, FL 33134 (305) 444-9293 

 
1 

“JUNIE  B. ’S  ESSENTIAL SURVIVAL GUIDE  TO SCHOOL ” -  ACTORS’ PLAYHOUSE ENRICHMENT GUIDE  
 

 

 

  

Junie B.’s Essential 
SURVIVAL GUIDE TO SCHOOL 

January 13 – Feb 27 & March 31 - April 23, 2027 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                

 

 

 

ENRICHMENT GUIDE  
TABLE OF CONTENTS: 
Page 2  SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY 
Page 4  MEET THE CREATORS 
Page 5  JUNIE B. SPELLING ACTIVITY 
Page 6  RECIPE FUN 
Page 7  CONFUSION NUMBER CODE 
Page 8  A NAME GAME STARRING ME 
Page 9  GETTING TO KNOW YOU – MADLIB 
Page 10  NO BAKE BROWIE SURPRISE 
Page 11 THE FRIENDLY FRIDGE 
Page 12 WORD SEARCH 
Page 13 AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE 
Page 14 EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!  
Page 15 PRE-SHOW LESSONS & STANDARDS 
Page 16 POST-SHOW LESSONS & STANDARDS 
 
 

 

Field Trip Performances 
Weekdays 10:30 AM 
 

REQUEST A FIELD TRIP 
 

Public Performances 
Saturdays 2:00 PM 
Sensory Inclusive Performance 
Sunday, January 24th 

 

BUY TICKETS 
 

 

JUNIE B.’s Essential  
SURVIVAL GUIDE TO SCHOOL 

Music by Zina Goldrich, Book & Lyrics by Marcy Heisler 

Based on the books by Barbara Park 

 

https://www.actorsplayhouse.org/field-trip-request-form/
https://actorsplayhouse.org/tickets/
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY 

Junie B.'s Essential Guide to School JR. begins with a brilliant idea by Junie B. Jones: with 

one-and-a-half years of school under her belt, she's going to create a guide for surviving school! 

Her classmates are enthusiastic about the idea ("Junie B.'s Essential Survival Guide To School"). 

At class that day, Junie B.'s classmates try to get her to discuss her ideas for the book, but Junie 

B. secretly doesn't have any ideas ("Like What?"). During this exchange, Junie B. gets a little too 

excited and calls students bad names in class. Her teacher, Mr. Scary, sends her home with a 

note ("Shoo Bee Doo Bee"). Junie B. gives the note to her Mother. 

The next day at school, Junie B.'s classmate Sheldon approaches her with an idea for the 

book: backpacks ("Backpacks On Parade"). Many of the students support the idea, 

complimenting Sheldon, but Junie B. is jealous and worried that he is getting credit for her idea 

("A Great Idea - Parts 1 and 2"). Junie B. throws a tantrum and is sent home with another note. 

When she is discussing her tantrum with her mother that evening, she explains that her anger 

comes from a bull that lives inside her stomach ("El Toro Fabuloso"). 

During lunch the next day, the school's fashionista, Lucille, interviews Junie B. about school 

clothes ("Some Stuff About Clothes"). Junie B. tells her that her favorite clothes include giant 

pockets, telling a story about a potato she once found that fit perfectly in her pocket (Potato On 

The Sidewalk!). However, during Junie B.'s interview, her classmate May steals the attention. 

Junie B. responds by intentionally spilling spaghetti on May ("El Toro Fabuloso - Reprise"). At 

home that evening, Junie B.'s family encourages her to make up with May. 

The next day, the students perform a play at school all about school supplies ("School 

Supplies - Parts 1 and 2"). The play, written and organized by May, gets derailed when Junie B. 

angrily goes off script and charges at May ("El Toro Shoo Bees"). With her mother's 

encouragement, Junie B. writes an apology letter to May that night. In the morning, Junie B. 

chases after the bus with all her classmates onboard ("Gotta Get There"). After Junie B. boards 

the bus, Herb wants to discuss his chapter of the book with her: the rules of the school bus 

("Bus Rules"). However, Junie B. takes over, insisting that one of the best things to do on the 

bus is to make funny faces. She does this out the window, prompting a horrified passing driver 

to take a picture with her cell phone. 
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After the driver emails the rude pictures of Junie B. to the Principal, Junie B. is forced to face 

the consequences of her actions ("Principal's Office"). The principal, along with a few of Junie 

B.'s school role models, urge Junie B. to respect the school's rules. While the adults are 

discussing this with Junie B., they form a plan. The principal tells Junie B. to spread the word 

that there are no rules for her classroom the rest of the day. Junie B. happily tells her 

classmates, but the students soon realize that without rules, many of the good parts of the day 

are ruined. They all agree that rules are important and should be followed ("Rules - Parts 1, 2, 

and 3"). 

In the schoolyard later that day, students are enthusiastically toting around their report 

cards ("Report Card Day"). Junie B., however, resorts to burying her report card in a neighbor's 

yard. Her mother quickly stops her and shows Junie B. her own report from many years ago. As 

it turns out, her mother wasn't a perfect student either ("Mother Was A Bad Kid Too"). This 

comforts Junie B., who returns her attention to her survival guide. Just as she wonders who will 

help her with this daunting task, May appears at her door. The two girls make up. ("The Things 

You Learn Along The Way"). The students complete their survival guide ("Junie B.'s Essential 

Survival Guide Bows"). 

 
Curriculum Connections 

LANGUAGE ARTS - The books of 
Barbara Park 

SCIENCE - Botany 

SOCIAL STUDIES - Passing laws and bills 

MATH- Statistics 

FINE ARTS - Musical Theatre 
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MEET THE CREATORS 
 

Barbara Park  
Ms. Park was best-known as the creator and author of the New 

York Times bestselling Junie B. Jones series, the stories of an 
outrageously funny kindergartener upon whom this musical is 
based. Published by Random House Books for 
Young Readers, the series has sold over 60 million 
copies in North America alone and has been 
translated into multiple languages. Ms. Park 
passed in 2013 after a seven-year battle with 
cancer. 

Barbara Park arrived at the writing profession through an indirect route. 
Before becoming a bestselling and beloved children’s author, she originally 
intended to teach high school history and political science. She got her secondary education 
degree but quickly realized that her calling was to be a writer. She said, "My senior year of high 
school, I was voted 'Wittiest.' So, several years later, I decided to try my hand at writing humor 
and see if I could be witty enough to make some money." 

 
 

 

Goldrich & Heisle 

Zina Goldrich and Marcy Heisler wrote and adapted Junie B. Jones, the Musical and Junie B.s Essential Guide to 
School for the stage in collaboration with Theatreworks, USA.  Composer Zina Goldrich and bookwriter/lyricist 
Marcy Heisler have been writing together since 1992 and are recipients of several awards including the Richard 
Rogers New Horizons Theatre Award and the Fred Ebb Musical Theatre Award. 

Goldrich was a staff songwriter for Walt Disney Feature Animation and composed for ABC's The Middle, 
Wonderpets, Johnny and the Sprites, Pooh's Learning Adventures, and Peg + Cat, on PBS. She studied music 
privately from the age of three and by ten she was writing songs for her school band. She attended Beverly Hills 
High School and participated in their acclaimed Drama department then enrolled in the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA). Later she studied musical theatre at BMI Lehman Engel Musical Theatre Workshop in New York.  

Marcy Heisler adapted and provided additional lyrics to Jungle Book, Cinderella, 101 Dalmatians, and Sleeping 
Beauty for Disney. She earned a B.A. from New York University with High Honors in Dramatic Writing. Prior to NYU, 
she studied Theatre at Northwestern University. As an educator, she is on the faculty of the Dramatist Guild 
Institute and has written textbooks for aspiring lyricists. 
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NOW CASTING EXCELLENT AUDIENCE MEMBERS! 

Junie B.’s Essential Guide to being the 

BEST AUDIENCE MEMBER EVER! 

Here are your directions – rehearse your part at school so you’re ready the day 

of the show! Like Junie B. always says, “Practice makes perfect!” 

 
1. Let the actors do the talking and YOU do the listening – after all, they got a script ahead 

of time and memorized all those lines. It’s much easier to hear when silent.     

2. Laugh when things are funny and cry when things are sad – Theatre is an art form 

meant to make the audience feel things so let the emotions begin - but don’t just laugh 

at random things to distract or take attention away from the stage. 

3. Show your appreciation for the cast and crew with your hands, not your mouths. 

4. Stay in your seat during the whole show and wait for directions afterward. 

5. Leave snacks behind – we don’t allow food or drink in the seating area. 

That’s it! You’re ready to play your part. When we all work together live theatre can be a 

very special experience. You’ve got this – you’re perfect for this role! 
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EXTRA – EXTRA - READ ALL ABOUT IT! JUNIE B. JONES BOOKS IN STORY ORDER! 

    

    

    

PARENT LINK TO RANDOM HOUSE PUBLISHER EXPLANATION OF JUNIE B. JONES LANGUAGE 
 

Junie B. Jones books are all written in the First Person, and therefore in a kind of 
humorous “little kid” language that has been criticized by some for teaching bad 
grammar or poor English language usage and praised by others as being fun to read and 
accessible to kids of all ages. Four our part, we just enjoy listening to her, but the above 
link has the Publisher’s response to the criticism of the “kid language” perspective of the 
books. It’s all in good fun after all. 

http://juniebjones.com/parents/#/language
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679826424?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679838864?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679844074?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679851011?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679866949?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07ZZFYNKL?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679866965?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679866973?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679883428?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/067988663X?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679889310?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0679891307?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0375800387?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0375800395?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0375800409?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0375802916?tag=howtoread06-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1
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PRE-SHOW LESSON PLANS AND THE ACCOMPANYING FLORIDA EDUCATION STANDARDS 

 

WITHOUT A WORD     SUBJECT: ELA, ARTS 
Have students pre-read a chapter from any Junie B. Jones book. Have the students act out a section from the story 
without words (pantomime) while it is being read aloud by other students or the Teacher. Next have the students 
perform the story using improvised (made up) dialogue and movement based on the story’s plot. See if they can 
imitate Junie’s unusual way of speaking. Discuss how dialogue and movement can help tell a story. 
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, R.3.1, R.3.2, ELA.C.2.1, V.1.3, ELA.K.C.2 
FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: TH.A.1.2.1., FL.TH.B.1.2, TH.E.1.2.3 

THE CHANGING PLAY     SUBJECT: ELA, ARTS 
Using a sentence or nursery rhyme, place emphasis on different words to change the meaning of the piece. How 
many different ways can you say: Yes, No, Maybe? Read a short poem or story out loud changing your expressions 
each time. Try it softly, creepily, comically, etc. Ask the children to react to the story as though they were watching 
it in a theatre and observe how a performer and an audience change with the style of the play.  

FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, R.1.4, R.3.1, R.3.2, R.3.4, C.2.1, V.1.2, V.1.3 
FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: TH.D.1.2.4, TH.E.1.2.3 

 
FEELINGS      SUBJECT: ELA, SEL/HEALTH, ARTS 
Have the students sit or stand in a circle. Each student should say their name, a word that describes their 

immediate feeling, and add an abstract gesture to represent that feeling. The next person in line repeats the 
feeling, word, and gesture of the previous person, and then takes their turn adding their immediate feeling and 
adding an abstract gesture as before. Continue around the circle until everyone has created and expressed 
everyone else’s feelings and gestures. Discuss empathy, and how sharing other’s feelings helps us all. 

FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: R.3.1, C.2.1, V.1.3 
FLORIDA SEL/HEALTH STANDARDS: RESILIENCE BUILDING, EMPATHY 

FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: TH.D.1.2.4, TH.E.1.2.1, TH.E.1.2.3 

JUNIE B SAYS, “PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT”   SUBJECT: ELA, SEL/HEALTH, ARTS 
Have students write a story of a time when they were afraid to do something because they didn’t know how but 
practiced a little at a time and mastered the task, thereby overcoming the obstacle of “not knowing”. Use guiding 
questions to elicit details and descriptions. Time, place, people, challenge, outcome, etc. 
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: ELA.K.C.1.2 
FLORIDA SEL/HEALTH STANDARDS: RESILIENCE BUILDING, EMPATHY 
FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: TH.C.1.2.2, TH.D.1.2.2, TH.E.1.2.3 

MOOD MUSIC      SUBJECT: MUSIC, VISUAL ARTS 
Select a song that you feel represents your classroom vibe and play it for the students. Have them close their eyes 
as they listen and try to “feel” the music. Either during or afterward ask questions: What colors did you see or 
think of as the music played? Did you see smooth, flowing lines or irregular, choppy lines? Ask the students to 
create a line drawing while listening to the music. Encourage them to move their drawing arm and body to the 
movement and rhythm of the music. Finally, have them write their impressions down or take turns sharing them 
out loud. See if it reminds them or connects them to their own school experience as it does you. 
FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: MU.B.2.2.2, FL.MU.D.1.2, TH.E.1.2.2, TH.E.1.2.3, VA.A.1.2.1, FL.VA.B.1.2 
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POST-SHOW LESSON PLANS AND THE ACCOMPANYING FLORIDA EDUCATION STANDARDS 

 

WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE & HOW   SUBJECT: ELA 
After seeing Junie B.s Essential Guide to School, re-tell, write, draw, or act out some of the scenes that were in the 
musical. Afterward, answer the following questions: Who were the main characters in the scene? What was the 
problem or conflict? Describe where the scene took place? How did the characters resolve the problem? 
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, C.1.2, C.2.1, C.5.1, V.1.3 

THINGS ARE NOT WHAT THEY SEEM   SUBJECT: ELA, ARTS 
After watching Junie B.s Essential Guide to School, divide into groups and have each group gather five everyday 
objects and create a short play or scene that includes all five things. The objects may be used as something 
different than what they are, for instance a hat could be a bowl. Make sure that each scene has a clear beginning 
(exposition), middle (problem or conflict), and ending (resolution). For older more advanced students use 
Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Denouement - pronounced DAY-nu-MAW as a French term 
meaning “Say no more!” 
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: ELA.C.1.2 
FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: TH.A.3.2.2, FL.TH.B.1.2 

RE-TELL THE STORY     SUBJECT: ELA, SEL/HEALTH 
After watching Junie B.s Essential Guide to School have one or more students lead a class discussion of the main 
events of the plot (story) in order, characters in the show, each character’s important moments, and what the 
characters’ relationships were with one another. For instance, Junie B. has very strong opinions about other 
people, how does that affect her relationship with each of the characters? Have the students discuss how their 
own relationships with others might change over time. 
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: R.3.2, ELA.C.1.2, ELA.C.2.1 

FLORIDA SEL/HEALTH STANDARDS: RESILIENCE BUILDING, EMPATHY 
 
WALK IN MY SHOES     SUBJECT: ELA, ARTS, SEL/HEALTH 

After seeing Junie B.s Essential Guide to School, have individual students or groups of students re-tell the story 
from a particular character’s point of view. Assign different characters to different students or groups. Have the 
class note how the story differs depending on whose perspective is shared.  
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: ELA.C.2.1, R.1.3 
FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: TH.C.1.2.3 

FLORIDA SEL/HEALTH STANDARDS: RESILIENCE BUILDING, EMPATHY 
 
SPIRIT DRAWING      SUBJECT: ARTS, SEL 

Discuss the quality of different characters’ spirits – their strengths, weaknesses, personality, and the way they see 
the world and conquer challenges. Have the students create a symbolic or metaphoric abstract drawing that 
represents one of the character’s spirit. Allow students time to share their drawings and the reasoning behind their 
symbolism. 

FLORIDA ARTS STANDARDS: VA.B.1.2.3.4.1, VA.B.1.2.1.4.2 
FLORIDA B.E.S.T. STANDARDS: R.1.1, R.1.2, R.1.3, C.1.2, C.2.1, C.5.1, V.1.3 

FLORIDA SEL/HEALTH STANDARDS: RESILIENCE BUILDING, EMPATHY 


